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Independent guide. Apple, iOS, Siri, ChatGPT, OpenAl, Claude, Anthropic, Gemini, Google,
DeepSeek, Llama, and Meta are nominative references only. This kit is independent, unoffi-
cial, and not connected to those companies. iOS 27 Extensions are expected but unreleased
as of this guide date; Apple has announced WWDC26 for June 8-12, 2026, and public reporting
says model-selection style Al Extensions are expected to be discussed there.

What This Kit Helps You Do

iPhone and Mac users may soon need to move from “which Al app should I open?” to a harder
question: “which Al model should I let the system use for this task?” Public reporting ahead of
WWDC26 points toward an iOS 27 Extensions approach where third-party Al services may be
selectable inside Apple Intelligence or Siri-style workflows. That would be useful, but it also
creates a consumer decision problem: a model that is excellent for rewriting a client email
may be the wrong choice for a private health note, a long research brief, an image prompt,
or a coding question.

This kit gives you a practical routing system. It does not tell you that one model is “best.”
It helps you match the task, privacy level, budget, and quality need before you switch. Use
it before WWDC to make your first-pass plan, then update the matrices once Apple and the
model vendors publish the final iOS 27 implementation details.

The Four-Part Model Choice Framework
1. Classify The Task Before You Pick The Model

Start with the job, not the brand. Most consumer Al mistakes happen because the user
chooses the tool they like most instead of the tool that fits the task. Sort every request into
one of six categories:

1. Writing and rewriting: emails, notes, posts, cover letters, messages, outlines.

2. Research and synthesis: explainers, comparison shopping, trip planning, source re-
view.

3. Coding and technical help: scripts, debugging, formulas, app setup, terminal com-
mands.

4. Image and media generation: image prompts, photo edits, storyboards, visual ideas.

5. Conversation and coaching: brainstorming, journaling, language practice, planning.

6. Private personal context: medical details, family matters, financial records, workplace
secrets, identity documents.

The final category is not a model category. It is a warning layer. If the task includes sensitive
data, default to the most private route available: on-device Apple Intelligence if it can do the
job, alocal model if you know how to use one, or a business/API plan with stronger data terms.
If you cannot verify the privacy setting, remove the sensitive details or do not send the task.

2. Rate The Task On Four Axes

Use a simple 1-3 rating before you route:

Quality need: Is an approximate answer fine, or does the result need careful reasoning,
exact formatting, citations, or code correctness?



Privacy sensitivity: Would you be uncomfortable if a human reviewer at the provider saw the
prompt? Would the prompt expose someone else’s personal data? Does it include company,
school, legal, health, or financial material?

Latency tolerance: Do you need a quick reply from Siri while walking, or can you wait for a
higher-quality response?

Cost exposure: Is this a one-off task, a daily habit, or a large batch that could push you into
a paid tier or API cost?

If quality and privacy are both high, slow down. That is the highest-risk combination. Do not
route private material to a cloud model just because it writes well. If cost and volume are
high, avoid using the most expensive model for repeatable low-stakes tasks.

3. Choose The Model Family

For most consumers, model selection should look like this:

Apple on-device or Private Cloud route: Use first for short personal tasks, device-context
tasks, messages, reminders, summaries, and private drafts when quality is “good enough.”
Apple has not published final iOS 27 Extensions behavior, so treat this as the expected safest
first route, not a promise.

ChatGPT / GPT-5.5 family: Use for general reasoning, structured writing, coding help, and
tasks where the interface and broad tool ecosystem matter. OpenAl says individual services
such as ChatGPT may use content to improve models unless the user opts out, while busi-
ness/API offerings are not used for training by default unless explicitly opted in.

Claude family: Use for long-form writing, careful rewriting, tone-sensitive drafts, long docu-
ment analysis, and reflective planning. Anthropic’s consumer privacy controls matter: review
the current data settings before sending sensitive content.

Gemini family: Use when Google ecosystem context, search-style grounding, YouTube/Gmail/Docs-
adjacent workflows, or multimodal analysis are important. Google’s Gemini Apps privacy hub

says Gemini can use prompts, files, screen content, location-derived context, and connected

app context to provide and improve services, and warns users not to enter confidential
information they would not want reviewed or used for improvement.

DeepSeek family: Use for low-cost technical exploration and coding/problem-solving ex-
periments where privacy sensitivity is low. DeepSeek’s privacy policy says the service is
controlled by Hangzhou DeepSeek Artificial Intelligence Co., Ltd. in China and may collect
prompts, uploaded files, photos, feedback, and chat history. Treat it as a low-cost cloud model,
not a private notebook.

Llama / local open models: Use when privacy, offline access, or cost control matters more
than frontier polish. Local models can be excellent for first drafts, summarization, classifi-
cation, and repeated workflows, but setup quality varies. The tradeoff is convenience and,
depending on setup, quality.

4. Review The Result Before You Trust It

Switching models does not remove verification. For any consequential output, run a three-
step review:

1. Source check: Ask where the answer came from or verify with primary sources.

2. Context check: Confirm the model understood the audience, region, date, and con-
straints.

3. Action check: Decide whether this output is draft-only, ready to send, or needs a human
expert.



This matters especially during the iOS 27 launch window. The available Extensions, pricing,
and privacy settings may change between WWDC, developer betas, public betas, and the
September release cycle.

Model Comparison Matrix

Best
consumer Privacy
Model family use Quality Speed caution Cost pattern
Apple Personal Medium to Fast Final i0OS 27  Usually
on-device / device tasks, high for details bundled with
Apple- short writing, everyday pending; de-
controlled summaries, work verify what vice/service
route reminders leaves device
GPT-5.5/ General High Medium-fast Individual Free + paid
ChatGPT reasoning, ChatGPT plans; API
coding, may train can vary by
structured unless opted  usage
writing, out;
broad Temporary
assistant Chat reduces
work training use
Claude Long writing, High Medium Check Free + paid
tone, careful consumer plans; usage
document data settings; caps vary
work, avoid
planning sensitive
material
unless
settings and
plan fit
Gemini Google High Fast Google Free + paid
ecosystem warns not to  plans;
tasks, enter ecosystem
research, confidential bundles vary
multimodal, info you
connected- would not
app want
workflows reviewed or
used for
improvement
DeepSeek Low-cost Medium-high Fast China-based  Often
coding and for many controller; low-cost;
technical technical collect verify
experiments  tasks prompts/files/histoment
per policy app/API

terms



Best

consumer Privacy
Model family use Quality Speed caution Cost pattern
Llama /local Offline/private Medium, Device- Local can be  Free model,
models drafts, sometimes dependent private if hard-
classification, high with truly local; ware/setup
repeat good setup app cost
workflows wrappers
may still
send data

Task-To-Model Decision Flowchart

Use this text flowchart until Apple publishes the actual iOS 27 Extensions settings screens:

1. Does the task include sensitive personal, client, workplace, health, legal, finan-
cial, school, or identity data?

* Yes: use Apple on-device/private route or a trusted local model. If a cloud model
is necessary, remove sensitive details and use a plan/settings combination you have
verified.

* No: continue.

2. Is the task primarily writing or rewriting?

* Short everyday writing: Apple route, ChatGPT, or Claude.

* Long polished writing: Claude or ChatGPT.

3. Is the task research-heavy or dependent on current information?

* Use Gemini or ChatGPT with browsing/search features if available. Verify claims
from primary sources.

4. Is the task coding, spreadsheet, or setup help?

e Use ChatGPT, Claude, DeepSeek, or a local coding model. Keep secrets, API keys,
private repos, and customer data out of consumer chat.

5. Is the task image generation or visual brainstorming?

* Use the model/app with the strongest current image tool on iOS. Treat faces, chil-

dren, medical images, IDs, and private locations as sensitive.
6. Is the task casual conversation, coaching, or brainstorming?

* Use the model whose tone you prefer. If the topic becomes sensitive, restart in a

safer mode or remove details.

Consumer Cost Comparison

Prices and limits change frequently, so use this as a decision pattern rather than a permanent
price table.

Free tiers: Good for occasional tasks, trying different model personalities, and low-stakes
questions. They often include usage limits, slower access, reduced model choice, or fewer
tool integrations.

Paid consumer plans: Worth considering when you use one assistant daily for writing, cod-
ing, research, or image work. The risk is overlap: paying for multiple $20-ish subscriptions
because each one is “sometimes useful.” Before buying another plan, write down the exact
task that plan will replace or improve.

API usage: Useful for automation, power-user shortcuts, or apps that call a model behind the
scenes. API pricing can be cheaper for light usage and expensive for heavy or poorly routed
usage. Most consumers should avoid API workflows unless they understand tokens, billing
limits, and key safety.



Local/open models: The marginal cost can be low after setup, but you pay with device stor-
age, speed, battery, configuration time, and quality tradeoffs. Local is attractive for repeated
private drafts and classification, less attractive for up-to-date research.

Quick-Start Setup Guide For Expected iOS 27 Extensions

These steps are intentionally written as a launch-day checklist because Apple has not pub-
lished final i0OS 27 screens yet.

1. Update only after reading release notes. When iOS 27 beta or public release arrives,
read Apple’s Extensions, Apple Intelligence, and Siri notes before enabling every Al
provider.

2. Install only the AI apps you actually plan to use. Start with one general model, one
privacy-oriented route, and one specialty model if needed.

3. Open Settings and search for Apple Intelligence, Siri, or Extensions. Capture a
screenshot of the model selection page for your own records.

4. Review each provider’'s data controls inside its own app. Turn off train-
ing/improvement sharing where appropriate. Use temporary/incognito modes for
one-off sensitive drafts.

5. Set a default model for low-risk tasks. For example: everyday writing and Q&A.

6. Set a private route for sensitive tasks. If iOS allows per-task routing, make this a
separate setting. Ifit only allows one default, use the safer model as default and manually
switch for quality tasks.

7. Test five sample tasks. Send one writing task, one research task, one coding/formula
task, one image prompt, and one private-but-redacted task. Record what worked.

8. Re-check after every iOS update. Beta behavior and provider availability can change.

Before You Switch Checklist

Before making a new model your default:

» Export or copy important chats from the old model if you rely on them.

* Check whether custom instructions, memory, projects, or files will carry over.

* Confirm whether the new model can access the same apps, files, camera, voice, or Short-
cuts.

Review the provider privacy page and in-app data controls.

Cancel or downgrade only after the new workflow survives a normal week.

Set calendar reminders before free trials renew.

Do not put private API keys, passwords, identity documents, or confidential client con-
tent into consumer Al chats.

Worked Example: Maya Cho’s First i0OS 27 Model Setup

Maya is a freelance interior designer who uses an iPhone, a MacBook Air, Gmail, Apple Notes,
Google Drive, and Instagram. Before iOS 27, she used ChatGPT for almost everything: rewrit-
ing client emails, brainstorming room concepts, summarizing meeting notes, and asking for
spreadsheet formulas. She also tried Gemini because it worked well with Google content,
and she occasionally used Claude for polished proposals. Her problem is not that Al stopped
working. Her problem is that iOS 27 may make model choice easier enough that she could
accidentally route the wrong information to the wrong place.

In week one, Maya runs the task inventory. She writes down her top ten uses: rewrite client
emails, summarize consultation notes, create Instagram captions, draft mood-board explana-
tions, compare supplier options, plan travel routes, make spreadsheet formulas, brainstorm
package names, rewrite invoices, and ask personal health questions after long workdays. She



marks privacy sensitivity. Client emails, invoices, and consultation notes are high. Instagram
captions and package names are low. Supplier comparison is medium because it includes
budgets and client preferences. Health questions are high and should not include personally
identifying detail.

For her first iOS 27 setup, Maya chooses a conservative default. She plans to keep the Apple-
controlled route for Siri and device-context tasks until she understands what leaves the de-
vice. She keeps ChatGPT as her general reasoning model because she likes its structure and
coding/formula help, but she turns off training for new conversations in ChatGPT’s data con-
trols. She keeps Claude for long-form proposal drafts because it handles tone well. She keeps
Gemini only for tasks where Google ecosystem context matters, and she avoids confidential
client details there because Google’s own privacy hub warns users not to enter confidential
information they would not want reviewed or used to improve services.

In week two, Maya tests five workflows. For a low-risk Instagram caption, she tries ChatGPT,
Claude, and Gemini, then records which one sounds most like her. Claude wins for warmth,
ChatGPT wins for structure, Gemini is useful when she wants trend context. For a client email,
she removes the client’s name, budget, address, and any private family details before using a
cloud model. For a supplier comparison, she asks Gemini for general category research but
keeps the final client-specific decision in Notes. For a spreadsheet formula, she uses ChatGPT
with a fake sample table instead of her real revenue sheet. For a personal health question,
she does not use the assistant as a diagnosis tool; she writes a neutral list of symptoms for
herself and decides what to ask a clinician.

In week three, she reviews cost. She realizes she does not need three paid subscriptions every
month. Her rule becomes: keep one paid general assistant, use free tiers for occasional
comparison, and only subscribe to another model during proposal-heavy months. She sets
reminders two days before renewals. She also writes a “do not send” list: client names,
addresses, invoice numbers, passwords, tax forms, medical details, and private photos.

By week four, Maya has a model-routing habit. She does not ask, “Which Al is best?” She
asks, “What is the task, what is the privacy level, what quality do I need, and what will this
cost if I repeat it?” That habit matters more than the specific model default she chooses on
launch day.

Common Mistakes

1. Treating model selection like a personality test. Preference matters, but task fit
matters more.

2. Sending private context because the assistant is convenient. Convenience is not
a privacy policy.

3. Paying for overlapping subscriptions without assigning jobs. Every paid plan
needs a job description.

4. Assuming local always means private. A local model is private only if the app truly
runs locally and does not upload prompts.

5. Assuming Apple has announced final iOS 27 behavior before WWDC. Until Apple
publishes the details, use expected/reported language.

6. Forgetting app dependencies. A model that cannot access your files, shortcuts, or
preferred apps may be worse for your workflow even if it is stronger in benchmarks.

7. Skipping verification. Better models still hallucinate, miss context, or invent sources.

Template Walkthrough
Use the Model Routing Card template for every repeat task.

Before:



» Task: “Help with client email”
* Model: “ChatGPT because I always use it”

After:

» Task: Rewrite a client email declining a weekend call.

* Privacy: High because it includes client name, project timeline, and family schedule.
* Redaction: Remove names, address, budget, and personal reason.

* Model route: Claude or ChatGPT after redaction; Apple route if short enough.

* Review: Read for tone, confirm no accidental promise, paste manually.

* Cost: Low, occasional.

The after version makes the hidden decision visible. That is the whole point of the kit.

Quick FAQ

Is i0OS 27 Extensions confirmed? Apple has confirmed WWDC26 dates and Al-focused
platform updates. The model-switching Extensions details are based on public reporting as
of May 7, 2026 and should be verified against Apple’s June 8 announcements.

Should I use one model for everything? No. Use one default for low-risk everyday tasks,
then switch for privacy, research, coding, images, or long-form writing.

Which model is most private? The most private route is usually the one that keeps data
on your device or under terms you have verified. Do not assume a cloud model is private
because the app feels personal.

Can I save money by switching models? Possibly, but this guide does not promise savings.
The reliable move is to avoid duplicate subscriptions and choose paid plans only for tasks you
actually repeat.

What should I never send to consumer AI? Passwords, API keys, identity documents, pri-
vate medical/legal/financial records, confidential client data, unreleased workplace material,
and private information about someone who did not consent.

Are API plans better for privacy? Some providers offer stronger default training terms for
API or business plans than for consumer apps, but API use adds billing and key-management
risk. Verify the current terms before relying on it.

Sources To Re-Check On Launch Day

Apple Newsroom WWDC26 announcement, March 23, 2026.

MacRumors iOS 27 roundup and Siri Extensions reporting.
Reuters/Investing.com report on rival Al model choice in iOS 27.

OpenAl data usage and consumer privacy pages, updated March-May 2026.
Anthropic Privacy Center and Claude data controls.

Google Gemini Apps Privacy Hub, updated late 2025.

DeepSeek privacy policy, last updated February 10, 2026.
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